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THE 
HOZOIN 
CROSS- 
SHAPED 
SPEAR? 


TAKE 
A DEEP 
BREATH. 


I HAVE BECOME 
TOO ACCUSTOMED 


TO MY WOODEN 
PRACTICE SPEAR. Pa " 


AM I Too 
OVERWHELMED 
BY THIS DEADLY 

WEAPON... 


OR 
PERHAPS: 


y 


_.INSHUN 
WOULD 
BE DEAD. 


INSHUN, 
YOURE 
LEAVING 
YOURSELF 
OPEN! 


HAD IT 
BEEN AN 
ACTUAL 
‘SWORD... 


WHAT IS 
HAPPENING!/? 


DURING E REALLY HAVE 
THAT LONG = GAINED THE 
FACE OFF? a UPPER 

q ~, HAND... : 

NI 

jplbes® SS 
EWN 


\\ 


\ 


re 


THIS IS 
WHERE IT 


+. WHAT 
YOU'VE 
BEEN AFTER~ 
MORTAL 


“BUT NOW 
° 1 CAN SEE. 


CNY 


IVE 
GROWN FAR 
TOO OLD TO 
ILLUMINATE 

INSHLN. 


SOMEONE 
ELSE WOULD 


COME. 
bn 


AND THEN 
MMUSASHI 
APPEARED 
BEFORE 
us. 


IT 
CAN SEE 


THIS 
TIME YOUR 
LIFE'S ON 


Life 1 


TALKATIVE. 


YOURE 
DIFFERENT 
FROM LAST 
TIME. 


BECOME: 


OLD 
MAN, 1 
CAN SEE 
THROLIGH 
INSHUN! 


I CAN 
MOVE 
FREELY. 


MTN Paes 
rs 


HE'S FAR 
BEYOND 

THE REST 
OF US. 


INSHUN.... 


WE ADMIRED 
YOUR 
STRENGTH... 
aN 


BEFRIEND 
YOU. 


THAT 
F WAS WHY 
YOU WERE SO 
POPULAR WITH 
EVERYONE. 


PUTTING 


YOUR LIFE 
ON THE LINE 
\, SOMETIME... 


BECAME 
THE HEIR 


OF 
HOZOIN 


You 
BECAME 
INCREASINGLY | 
STRONGER... 


THINKING? 


YOU HAD 
THE DESIRE 
TO BECOME 
STRONGER BUT 
DID YOU HAVE 
ANY OTHER 
EMOTIONS? 


ADMIRATION 


--TURNED 


INTO 
FEAR. 


WERE YOU 


va STILL 
ADMIRE YOUR) 
STRENGTH, 


BUT I STILL 
CONSIDER YOU 
MY FRIEND. 


CUE Ra 


; INSHUIN... 


FROM MY 
NAME. 


REMEMBER 
A THING. 


WHAT 
WAS I LIKE 
BEFORE I 
BECAME 
INSHUN? 


7 
{ WHENEVER 

I TRY TO 
REMEMBER 


STARTS TO 
TINGLE... 


fe ; 
| SHINNOSLKE!! 


Dy |e MITSUDA 
CANT 
SWING A 


#72|Shinnosuke 
ti a 


THESE. 
MEMORIES 
ARE MINE!! 


WHATS: 
WRONG, 
‘SHINNOSUKE? 


EVENTUALLY 
LEARN THE 
MARTIAL 
ARTS... 


YOU MUST 
PROTECT THE 
CLAN. 


ONE 
MORE 
MATCH, 
MASTER 
IN'EI! 


T™™ 
ASHAMED TO 
SAY I HAVEN'T 


APPRECIATE ANY 
FOOD You 
COULD SPARE 


RE 


2 
Ee 
53 
ao 
a 
= 


1 \ i 
| " | V 
\ 


(4 
wi 
“a 
- 
eo) 
= 


\ THE HELL 
\ ARE YOU!? 
: 


TAKE THE 
PICKLES I 
GAVE HIM. 


--TO BE 
STRONG? 


2) MUSASHI 


I WANTED 
TO BECOME 
STRONG. 


I THOUGHT 
I WAS 
STRIVING TO 
BECOME 
STRONGER... 


I WANTED 

TO BECOME 
INVINCIBLE SO 
THAT I COULD # 
COVER THEM 
UP AND BURY 


IVE NEVER 
EVEN STEPPED 
ONE FOOT 
AWAY FROM 
THIS PLACE... 


WITHDRAWN 


INTO 
MYSELF... 


TO LIVE. 


-ALONE 
FOREVER...? 


YOUR 
=  SWORDS- 
MANSHIP IS 
AWFUL. 


ITs : 
PRACTICALLY = 
A JOKE. 


MATTER OF 
YEARS YOULL 
BECOME AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
FIGHTER. 


FORWARD 
TO SEEING 
YOU THEN. 


DO 
YOU HATE 
ME FOR 
WHAT [VE 
DONE? 


I BET 
YOU DIDN'T 
THINK INSHUN 
WOULD DIE. 


HE 


WOULD 
HAVE 
KILLED 
MEéE. 


TO 
EXPERIENCE 
MORTAL 
COMBAT... 


THIS 
IS WHAT 
INSHUN 
WANTED... 


I KNEW 
THIS 
MIGHT 
HAPPEN... 


"11D Nor 
ENCOURAGE 
HIM TO 
LEARN THE 
SPEAR, 


WITH IT 
INSTEAD 
OF TOYS. 


HE WAS SO 
SERIOUS... 


AND 
DEDICATED. 


vant 


AS IF 
HE WERE 
TRYING TO 
REMEMBER... 


A 


-- TRYING TO 


HE WAS: 
INCREDIBLY 
GIFTED 
WITH THE 
SPEAR. 


BY AGE 
15 HE WAS 
THE STRONGEST 
FIGHTER IN 
THE TEMPLE. 


THE 
NEXT STEP 
WAS TO PUT 
HIS OWN LIFE 
ON THE LINE 
IN BATTLE. 


BUT 
INSIDE HE 
WAS STILL 
THE SAME 

SHINNOSUKE... 


~ STILL 
ALL BY 
HIMSELF... 


INSHUN 
NEEDED 
TO MOVE 
FORWARD... 


I HOLD 
NOTHING 
AGAINST 

YOU. 


I 
COULDN'T 
TEACH HIM 
EVERYTHING... 


THAT'S 
WHY I 
TRAINED 
YOU, 


MUSASHI... 
I WAS 
PREPARED 


FOR THE CON] 


SEQUENCES. 


1 CANT 
BELIEVE 
YOU'RE STILL 
STANDING, 
MUSASHI... 


THERE'S 


No 
WINNER... 


THIS 
DUEL IS NOT 
TO BE ENTERED 
INTO THE 
ANNALS OF 
HOZOIN 
TEMPLE, 


“IN A MATTER 
OF YEARS 
YOU WILL 

BECOME AN 

EXTRAORDINARY 

FIGHTER.” 


“I WANT “IM 

To LIVE" LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO SEEING 


YOU THEN.” 


NO, IT 
WAS 
IT 
WAS REAL. 
REAL. 


TLL BE AN 
EXTRAORDINARY 
FIGHTER IN A 
FEW YEARS... 


ASSUME 
YOULL BE 
CONTINUING 
YOUR 
TRAVELS... 


DID VERY 
WELL UNTIL 
THAT FIRST 

BLOW... 


you 
SHOULD BE 
RESTING!/! 


DON'T JUST 
‘STAND THERE. 
GIVE ME A 
HAND. 


TM 


GLAD YOU 
‘SURVIVED... 


AT'S GOOD 
THAT YOU 
SURVIVED... 


g 


& 
9 
2 
w 
4 
= 


ALONE. 


WOULDN'T BE 
ENOUGH 
TIME... 


_AND yr HH/s promise 
or [7 eok( 70 REPay 
PROBABLY ‘ \ g 


PICKLES. 


SPECIALTY. 


No 
SWORD... 


EXPRESSED 
WITH 


SOME 
THINGS CAN 
NOT BE 
EXPLAINED. 


SPLENDID... 


IAM 
INSHUN.... 


SECOND 
GENERATION 
MASTER OF 

HOZOIN! 


#77 
They Call 
Me Sensei 


SASAKI 
KOJIRO. 


S-SASAKI... 
KOJIRO.../? 


7° JUST HEARING 
THE NAME 


QUITE A FEW 
MEN... 
CAN'T EVEN 
IMAGINE. 


OPEL 


© TRAINED ME 


HAPS TOO WELL IN 


KOJIRO... 


‘THE PAST 35 
YEARS TO THE 
WAY OF THE 


WE SHALL. 
SEE WHETHER ‘Gj 
TM THE EQUAL OF 
‘THESE ASCENDING 
DRAGONS~THIS 
RECENT WAVE OF 


TALENTED YOUNG 


LETS GO 


ELSEWHERE. /] 


IT'S QUITE AN 
ACHIEVEMENT 
TO DEVELOP 
YOUR OWN 

STYLE AT SUCH 


HE SEEMS 

DIFFERENT 

FROM ALL 
THOSE OTHER 


© | GENUINE 
Mi TIGER! 


THE GREAT 
LORD KATO 9 
KIYOMOSA 


PCI CAPTURED 
ES THIS TIGER 


h oy 
Deol 


7 
VA Yimars THe 


T WANT “POINT IN 


I YELLED 
OUT, BUT I 
DIDN'T ASK 
YOU TO 
STOMP ON 
HIM! You LOWLY 
‘MERCHANTS. 
HAVE NO 


YOU HAD : | “kecuno HE 


NO RIGHT oil SON OF 4 
TO DO THAT, | —— 
you LowLy’ \_ = 
ie ae 


Now, 
GO 
AWAY 1! 


THE ONE WHO % 


YOURE 


SAID HE WAS 
A THIEF! 


AWAY FROM \ 
YOUR OWN 
MOTHER!? 


BUT ITS BEEN FIVE 

} YEARS. SINCE 
shee cut YOU WERE TRICKED 
HERE IN BY THAT BASTARD 


MUSASHI TO GO 
OUT AND FIGHT...I 
THOUGHT YOU 
WERE DEAD. 


FROM YOUR 
RELATIVES? 


7 va 


VERY 
OWN 
MOTHER? 


WEARING 
SUCH NICE 


TVE FINALLY 
DISCOVERED 
THE TRUTH... | 


HAVE IS 
THE WAY 
OF THE 
SWORD!! 


(HAVE A 
| RESPECTABLE 
NAME, 
‘MATAHACHI 


ALL THIS 
TRAVELING 
PAID OFF! WHO 
WOULD HAVE 
EXPECTED 
IT? 


WERE 
HERE WITH 
MATAHACHI_ 


YOURE 
OBLIVIOUS 
ABOUT THE 
VILLAGE, 


f]| STILL WAITING // 
FOR ME, ILL | 
RETURN TO 
MIYAMOTO 
VILLAGE 
IMMEDIATELY !! 


ACTUALLY, 

HY HE'S CALLING 
HIMSELF 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI 


‘SHE 
GAVE UP ON 


FROM THE OLD 
CEDAR TREE AT 


OTSO HELPED 
HIM ESCAPE. 


WE 
CANT GO 
HOME UNTIL 
WE MAKE 
IK, THOSE Two 
PN PAY! 


you 
SHOULD 
SEE THEM 
FOR WHAT 
THEY ARE. 


MUSASHI. DO 
YOU KNOW HIM, 
BY CHANCE? 


RECENTLY, HE 


DEFEATED 
INSHUN OF 


DEDICATED 
TO THE 


WHAT THEY 
SAY ABOUT 
MIYAMOTO 


YOU HEARD 
OF SASAKI 
KOJIRO? 


.-KOJIRO 
WILL 
DEFEAT 
MUSASHI... 


About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Taketiko Inoue, 
‘author of the best selling manga SLAM DUNK, 
with over 100 million copies in print worldwide. 
For his work on VAGABONO, Inoue received the 
2000 Media Arts award for Manga from the 
Japanese Ministry of Cuture as well as the 
2000 Kodansha Award for best manga. Most 
recently in 2002, Inove's VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga 
To date, VAGABOND has sold well over 22 mik 
lion capes throughout the world. In addition to 
his numerous manga titles, Inoue also created 
the character designs forthe PlayStation bas 
katball game, OME OW ONE, 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


TTakehiko Inowe's VAGABOND, based on Ei 
Yoshikawe's novel MUSASHI, is fictional 
account of the life of Miyamoto Musashi 
(1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto 
Musashi, author ofthe pilosophical strategy 
guide A BOOK OF FIVE RIGS, wes a master of 
the sword and was revered asa “sword saint.” 
We founded the Niten Ici style of sword fight- 
‘ing which is typified by fighting with both long 
and short swords at once, holding the tong 
‘sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left. Musashi was also @ master ofthe 
“gentler orts'—he was a master of sumie 
(black ink drawings), metalworking, and wood: 
carving, The films, THE SAMURAI TRILOGY, 
directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starting Toshiro 
Mifune were also based on Yoshikawa’s 
‘MUSASHL Inspired by the huge success of 
VAGABOND in Japan, in 2003, NHK produced 
the historical period drama, MUSASH Also 
based on Yoshikawa's novel, this drama stars 
kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as Musashi 
‘and TV star Ryoko Yonekura es Otsu, 


A note on name: 


The names presented within the context of tis, 
comic are presented inthe traditional Japanese 
order-surname, followed by first name, 
"Miyamoto is Miyamoto Musashis last name 
and 'Musashi* is his first name. The name of 
the creator of VAGABOND, however, has been 
presented first name first, last name second, 
“Takehiko" is the author’ first- name and 
Inoue” is his last name. 
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Martial arts is more than 
just battling to defeat your 
‘opponent; it's a mental 
test to overcome yourself. 
Inshun of Hozoin Temple 
comes upon this realization 
in midst of his epic 
rematch against Musashi. 
Last time, Inshun was 
too much for Musashi 
to handle, but now the 
tables are tumed as 
Inshun faces his own 
personal demons as 
well as a new and 
revitalized Musashi. 
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